CHAPTER X
THE LAST AGE OF PAPAL ROME
PIUS IX had fled from Rome to Gaeta, in the kingdom
of Naples, in consequence of the revolution of Novem-
ber 1848. He did not at once return when French troops
sent by Louis Napoleon, President of the Second French
Republic, drove back the forces of the Roman Republic
of Garibaldi, Armellini, and Saffi, and forced their way
into the Eternal City on July 3, 1849. The Papal power
was restored, but Pius IX and his court of cardinals re-
mained at Gaeta until the spring of 1850. Escorted by
King Ferdinand II of Naples,, he crossed the frontier of the
Papal State at Epitaffio on April 6, 1850, and entered
Rome by the Porta San Giovanni at 4 P.M. on Friday,
April 12. The old administrative system had been already
restored; and until September 4, 1870, the Papal State
remained under the government of priests. This at least
was the theory of Roman administration, though Cardinal
Antonelli, the all-powerful Secretary of State, was only in
minor orders. He retained the position of Secretary of
State down to his death in 1876.
The Papal State (or States of the Church) extended in
1850 from Terracina, sixty miles south-east of Rome, to
Ferrara, on the river Po, a distance of 381 miles. It con-
tained eighteen provinces, and had a population of some-
thing over three million. Supposed to be a guarantee of
Papal independence, it was the weakest state in the world,
and depended for its security upon a French garrison of
about twenty thousand men. These were stationed at
Rome and at Civita Vecchia. There were also the Swiss
Guards of the Pope, and in addition there was a regular
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